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Local students volunteer for summer projects in Latin America
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Local participants of Amigos de las Américas during training at Briones in Lafayette.

By John T. Miller

The East Bay Chapter of Ami-
gos de las Américas held its
annual graduation last Satur-
day at Newt Hollow in Briones
Park. Included in the group
were 11 students from Lam-
orinda high schools.

Amigos de las Américas is
a nationwide program that
sends volunteers to Latin
America where they work
with local citizens on benefi-
cial community projects. Vol-
unteers spend anywhere from
four to eight weeks in their
host country.

Local participants include
Maya Supran, Sierra Barnes,
Danielle Kelly, Peter Lee and
Yichao Ma from Miramonte;
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Margaret Balfrey, Elizabeth
Anderson, and Penny Hopkin
from Campolindo; and Daniel
Mone, Isabella Gonzalez and
Ben Fromer from Acalanes.
They have received as-
signments in Chimborazo, a
province located in the Andes
Mountains of Ecuador;
Cuenca, in the highlands of
Ecuador; Cocle, a province of
central Panama on the na-
tion's southern coast; and
Pérez Zeledon in Costa Rica.
Mone, a sophomore from
Acalanes, described his pro-
posed project in Cuenca: “For
the first four weeks we'll be in
Cuenca [a city of about
300,000] helping with agricul-
tural sustainability, commu-
nity gardens and food drives,
and the other half of the time

in the rural mountain areas
assisting with their agricul-
tural needs.”

Lucy Schaefer, the East
Bay Chapter Training Direc-
tor, says, “The Lamorinda kids
were really an impressive
group. They showed a gen-
uine excitement in participat-
ing in the Amigos program
and are up to the task of gain-
ing new perspectives and be-
coming more comfortable in
foreign situations, which will
be much different from their
previous sheltered world.”

Schaefer, who graduated
earlier this month from UC
Berkeley with a double major
in Spanish and International
Relations, did stints in
Panama and Costa Rica while
a high school student in

Chicago, then became a pro-
ject supervisor in the
Nicaragua northern highlands
in 2016 while a freshman at
Cal.

Now, as director of the
East Bay Chapter, she sees the
mission of Amigos to encour-
age sustainable development
and involvement of the com-
munity in the projects, while
also providing a cultural im-
mersion for the participants.

“Most of the benefit from
the volunteers' experience
will be for themselves,” she
says. She also noted that many
lifelong friendships result
from their experiences in the
field.

Fromer, a junior, learned
about the program through
his Spanish class at Acalanes.
He signed up for much the
same reason as many others:
“I saw an opportunity to learn
about the world and see com-
munities outside of our little
bubble, and a chance to gain
experience for college while
also improving my Spanish.”

At the ceremony in Newt
Hollow, each of the volunteers
received a cot that will travel
with them, a plane ticket to
their destination, and an
Amigos polo shirt. Depending
on the length of their assign-
ment, they will leave any-
where from mid-June to
mid-July.

Balfrey, a junior at Cam-
polindo will be going to
Panama. She is worried about
leaving her family for so long,
yet says, “I am so excited for
what the summer will bring
and I think it will be very
good for me as a person to
grow.”

In order to prepare for
their summer projects, the
volunteers went through in-
tensive training sessions. But
first they participated in the
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On Saturday, March 16th, parents and supporters from all over the community came together

annual Amigos fundraiser,
selling grapefruit, coffee, and
poinsettias. Each volunteer
was asked to sell $950 worth
of product.

The volunteers met in
Marin County for their first
overnighter in early February,
learning about community-
based initiatives and under-
standing multicultural and
diversity issues.

In March, a daylong ses-
sion covered health and safety
training. Three health care
workers, including Barb
Wille, Jacqui Richter and Dr.
Andy Sorenson, volunteered
their time with various sta-
tions, such as necessary pro-
tocols, recognizing symptoms,
and water purification.

Another session in April
was devoted to teaching the
volunteers to plan and orga-
nize activities - called Campa-
mentos — for the children in
their communities.

A final Briones overnight
retreat in May completed the
volunteers’ training, cement-
ing the bonding of the partici-
pants. Both Fromer and Bal-
frey said that the favorite part
of their training was meeting
and getting to know people
from so many parts of the Bay
Area.

Schaefer told the volun-
teers, “You'll have to deal with
cultural adjustment, home-
sickness, and a cultural read-
justment when you return.
But you'll be heavily influ-
enced by the experience and
become more self aware.”

For the local 11 high
school students, the other
members of the East Bay
Chapter, and the hundreds of
volunteers nationwide, we
wish them a "{Buen viaje!" for
the summer, an enlightened
experience, and a widened
world view when they return.

to help "power" LPIE's fundraising efforts. Because of businesses, parents, and community
members, the LPIE Power Party event, Evening on the Green, was an overwhelming success.

THANK YOU to the following businesses for donations
that resulted in our successful event fundraising effort!

1515 Restaurant & Lounge

DMA Organizing

Moraga Country Club

EvENT smnso%! Ace Dance Academy Douglas Parking Mountain Camp
Alexis Corinne Interiors East Bay Sports Academy Mountain Meadow Ranch
Alma Acupuncture El Charro Nandiz Designs

Neat Method
Neatnix
Neiman Marcus
Nicole Benveniste Interior Design
Nightingale Photography
Oakwood Athletic Club

Elite Island Resorts
Encore Gymnastics
Entourage Spa & Salon
European Beauty Spa
Exploratorium
Fairmont Claremont Hotel

Alpenglow Beer
Alyssa Wendt Photography
American River Raft Rentals

Ardenwood Farms
Asian Art Museum
Aurora Theatre Company

DIAMOND
SPONSOR/PARTNER

Avid4 Adventure Five Little Monkeys Pete's Brass Rail
Axelrode Orthodontics Formula 3 Fitness Petsport
PLATINUM The Bar Method Gino's Soccer Academy Premier Kitchen Inc.

SPONSORS/PARTNERS

Batch & Brine
Bay Area Children's Theatre
Bay Area Discovery Museum
BDB Studio
Bel and Bunna's Books
Berkeley Iron Works
Berkeley Repertory Theatre
Black Stallion Estate Winery
Blue and Gold Fleet
Boisset Family Estate Wineries
Bricks 4 Kidz
Buon Vino

Gott's Roadside
Half Moon Bay Brewing Company
Head Over Heels Athletic Arts
Heller Jewelers
Hold the Magic
Indigo & Poppy
JetSuiteX
Joshua Ets-Hokin Photography
La Mediterranee
Lafayette Beauty Store
Lafayette Kids' Cottage
Lafayette Park Hotel

Pump it Up of Concord
Rancho Cantina
Razer
Renaissance ClubSport
Renaissance Rialto
Reve Bistro
Ross Stores
Roughing It Day Camp
Sattva Village
Scandia Fun Center
Schumacher Photography
SF Giants Enterprises

GOLD
SPONSORS/PARTNERS

California Shakespeare Festival Lake Tahoe Cruises SF MOMA
Camp Four Paws Lamorinda Music Sherman Swim School
Campo de Bocce Lamorinda Nails SkinSpirit

Canyon Club Brewery Lamorinda Organizing Sky High Sports
Caroline's Salon Lamorinda Performing Academy SMUIN Ballet
The Cass Clutch Laura Cottril Photography Sodexo

Chabot Space & Science Center
Children's Creativity Museum
Children's Discovery Museum

Creative Images by Jessica
The Crucible
David White & Associates
De Young Museum
Denon & Doyle
Diablo Rock Gym

The Learning Space
Lily Dong Photography
Lindsay Wildlife Museum
Local Food Adventures
Locanda Positano
Luck Lafayette
Michael Merrill Design Studio
Moaning Caverns Adventure Park

Moonstone Beach Bar & Grill

Sonoma Raceway
Steve Hall Technology Consultant
St. George Spirits
Tart Collections
Total Wine
True Food Kitchen
Walt Disney Family Museum
Within Reach Nutrition
The Yogurt Shack
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